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QuickPoint! – Charter Schools Create Diverse 

Choices for Students with Different Needs 
 

By Miranda Bonifield 

 

Parents know the educational needs of their children are as diverse as they are. As 

Lance Izumi notes in his new book Choosing Diversity, families use the flexibility 

of charter schools to cater to their students’ unique needs. Some choose classical 

schools rooted in the Socratic method, while others seek out technical schools 

which cater to students’ individual learning styles. And for some kids experiencing 

homelessness, charter schools can provide a point of stability and hope. 

 

Transient housing may have a lifelong impact on educational outcomes for the 

estimated 22,000 students in Oregon who statistically fall behind in grades and 

graduation rates. When a student’s address is constantly shifting, it is difficult to 

feel secure enough to keep learning. 

 

Enter charter schools like Life Learning Academy in San Francisco. Instead of 

falling through the cracks as they might in a traditional public school, at-risk 

students are given the specialized attention and consistency they need. Students 

come to Life Learning Academy with low grade point averages and low self-

confidence. They leave not only prepared for college, but with the skills they need 

to succeed as independent adults. As one student put it, “a little bit of care and 

positivity can change your life.” 

 

School choice helps students from all backgrounds to find successful educational 

paths to a healthy and bright future. 

 

 

Miranda Bonifield is a Research Associate at Cascade Policy Institute, Oregon’s 

free market public policy research organization.  
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