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Oregon’s most pressing environmental crisis isn’t in forests or renewable energy.
Our human habitats have been endangered by our restrictive so-called “smart
growth” policies. Even when we talk about allowing growth, policymakers tend to
favor light rail over people’s real needs. Senate Bill 10, which would require cities
like Portland to allow development of 75 housing units per acre in public transit
corridors, misses the mark in two key areas.

First, the bill’s attempt to legislate the location of new development won’t improve
transit ridership. Despite billions in new light rail lines and mixed-use

e edors developments, TriMet’s ridership has been declining since 2012.
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	“Allowing a community to customize the execution of statewide policies to match the community’s capacity would make a real difference in the resilience of rural communities.”

